FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

by a third power.'9 They were a foretaste of the solidarity of
interests between a Franco Spain and a Fascist Italy opposed to
the Western democracies. Two years later the diplomacy of
Primo de Rivera openly urged that Italy should be represented
on the International Commission of Tangier.

The Republic, on the other hand, during the period in which
it was governed by the Republicans, followed a policy of'rapproche-
ment with Great Britain and France. This is one of the accusations
appearing in works on Spain by Nazi authors. According
to the Hitler propagandists before the rebellion, the task of
snatching Spain from the Anglo-French orbit, and freeing her
from "democratic servitude95 was "to be attempted at all costs."
the Frankfurter %eitung (February 4th, 1939) wrote jubilantly:
"For years Spain has been a Republic spiritually and politically
united with France. But a sudden change took place from the
very moment that the Nationalist colours were flown over the
Pyrenees."

The rebels of 1936, the victors of 1939, are the Germanophils
of 1914. To appreciate this one need only turn the pages of the
Franco newspapers published during the Spanish War. From
their almost daily statements, all identical in tendency, I will
quote but a few examples, in order not to tire the reader unduly.

Directed against France:

"Spaniards are filled with a feeling of hatred when they gaze
over the Pyrenees, and they look on France's enemies with
sympathy." (Correo Espanol, Bilbao, May aoth, 1938.)

"Among the miserable specimens of countries who have
ceased to exist, stands France, who was in our time our historic
neighbour, and who is to-day no more than Contiguous* to
us, like a stinking and infected hovel which adjoins us in a
courtyard." (Hierro, Bilbao, April 8th, 1938.)

"Those Spaniards who intend to go to France for any other
reason than to spit in the faces of the French for their revolting
crime, are no Spaniards.", (Unidad, San Sebastidn, June i8th,
1938.}
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